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European approach to artificial intelligence

The EU's approach to artificial intelligence centers on excellence and trust, aiming to boost research
and industrial capacity while ensuring safety and fundamental rights.

The way we approach Artificial Intelligence (Al) will define the world we live in the future. To help
build a resilient Europe for the Digital Decade, people and businesses should be able to enjoy the
benefits of Al while feeling safe and protected.

The European Al Strategy [ aims at making the EU a world-class hub for Al and ensuring that Al is
human-centric and trustworthy. Such an objective translates into the European approach to
excellence and trust through concrete rules and actions.

In April 2021, the Commission presented its Al package, including:
« its Communication on fostering a European approach to Al;
« areview of the Coordinated Plan on Artificial Intelligence (with EU Member States);

= its Regulatory framework proposal on artificial intelligence and relevant Impact assessment

In January 2024, the Commissien launched the Al innovation package to support Artificial
Intelligence startups and SMEs. The package includes several measures to support European
startups and SMEs in the development of trustworthy Al that respects EU values and rules.

One key element of this package is the Communication on boosting startups and innovatien in
trustworthy artificial intelligence that sets out a strategic investment framework in trustworthy Al for
the Union to capitalize on its assets, in particular its world-leading supercomputing infrastructure

and to foster an innovative European Al ecosystem

The main landmark initiative of the Communication is “GenAl4EU” to stimulate the uptake of
generative Al across the Union's key strategic industrial ecosystems and that will encourage the
development of large open innovation ecosystems that will foster collaboration between Al startups
and deployers of Al in industry as well as the public sector.

lC: Share

Quick links

Artificial Intelligence — Questions and
Answers

Coordinated Plan on Arificial Intelligence
2021 Review

Al Act

Al Innovation Package

Strategy on ariificial intelligence =

White paper on artificial intelligence

Communication on boosting startups and
innovation in trustworthy Al

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/european-
approach-artificial-intelligence
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General-Purpose Al Code of Practice

The first General-Purpose Al Code of Practice will detail the Al Act rules for providers of general-
purpose Al models and general-purpose Al models with systemic risks.

The European Al Office is facilitating the drawing-up of the Code, chaired by independent experts,
involving nearly 1000 stakeholders, as well as EU Member States representatives, European and
international observers.

Why a Code of Practice for General-
Purpose Al?

General-purpose Al {GPAI) models can perform a wide range of tasks and are becoming the basis
for many Al systems in the EU. Some of these models could carry systemic risks if they are very
capable or widely used. To ensure safe and trustworthy Al, the Al Act puts in place rules for

providers of such medels. This includes transparency and copyright-related rules. For models that
may carry systemic risks, providers should assess and mitigate these risks

The Al Act rules on general-purpose Al will become effective in August 2025. The Al Office is
facilitating the drawing-up of a Code of Practice to detail out these rules. The Code should represent
a central tool for providers to demonstrate compliance with the Al Act, incorporating state-of-the-art
practices.

https://digital-

Timeline

This is a tentative timeline that may be subject to changes depending on the progression of the

drafting process.

10 December 2024
11 December 2024
19 December 2024
Week of 13 January

2025

Week of 20 January
2025

27 January 2025

11 March 2025

Week of 17 March 2025
Week of 24 March 2025
28 March 2025

March 2025 (date to be

confirmed)

From May 2025

Al Board debriefed on progress with the Code of Practice (CoP)
European Parliament invites Al Office, Chairs and Vice-Chairs

Al Office publishes the second draft of the CoP (first draft)
EU Survey launched simultaneously for participant feedback

Working Group Meetings (dates under "next steps”)

Provider workshops
Al Board: GPAI subgroup meeting with Chairs

Summary Plenary

Third draft of the Code of Practice

Working group meetings
Fourth provider workshops
Summary plenary

Al Board: GPAI subgroup meeting with Chairs
Al Board: full meeting

Final version of the first CoP to be presented in a Closing
Plenary and published

Al Office and Al Board assess the CoP and publish the
assessment

The Commission may approve CoP via an Implementing Act

strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-code-practice
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WG 1
Transparency and copyright-
related rules

Nuria Oliver Alexander Peukert
(Spain) (Germany)
WG 1 Co-Chair WG 1 Co-Chair
Transparency Copyright

Vice Chair (Transparency): Rishi
Bommasani (US)

Vice Chair (Copyright): Céline
Castets-Renard (France)

Code Of Practice Plenary

WG 2 WG 3
Risk identification and Technical risk mitigation for
assessment for systemic risk systemic risk

Matthias Samwald Yoshua Bengio
(Austria) (Canada)
WG 2 Chair WG 3 Chair
Risk assessment Technical risk mitigation
Vice-Chair: Marta Ziosi (Italy) + Vice-Chair: Daniel Privitera (Italy

and Germany)

* Vice-Chair: Alexander Zacherl Vice Chair: Nitarshan Rajkumar
(Germany) (Canada)

WG4
Governance risk mitigation
for systemic risk

Marietje Schaake
(Netherlands)
WG 4 Chair
Internal Governance

Vice Chair: Markus Anderljung
(Sweden)

Vice Chair: Anka Reuel
(Germany)

(via https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/meet-chairs-leading-development-first-general-purpose-ai-code-practice )
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(via https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/ai-act-participate-drawing-first-general-purpose-ai-code-practice )
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