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new approaches

The “Black Death” refers to the peak of

al the second plague pandemic, which
_ spread across Europe from 1347. It

Patrick b 2 remains the greatest demographic
BOUCHERON | S catastrophe in history. Today, interdis-
ciplinary research—combining funerary

Professor, archaeology, anthropology, microbiology,
and environmental sciences—has
transformed our approaches to it.
Advances from DNA analysis to climate

studies have contributed to a new
understanding. Yet, the challenge
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Commentator remains: how to write a global history
. of a long-term event on a global scale?
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